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NEW RECORDS OF THE RARE GREEN-THIGHED 
FROG. Memoirs uf the Queensland Museum 33(1): 348, 
1993:- The Green-thighed Frog (Litoria brevipalmata) is a 
mysterious frog, populations of which apparently suddenly 
appear and disappear at a Jocality—sometimes the ‘absences’ 
are for many years (Tyler & Davie, 1985), These 
disappearatices, however, do not appear to be part of the 
phenomenon of the ‘disappearing frogs’ (sensu Czechura & 
Ingram, 1991) because the species is still extant 

Until recently, the Green-ihighed Prog was known from 
only three locarions in Queensland. McDonald (1974) cal- 
lected a specimen al Crows Nest National Park (NP 629: 
27°15°S, 152°06"E) and another from Ravensbourne National 
Park (NP 492: 27°21°S, 152°12'H). Pour years laler, the 
species wus collected near Jima (26°39°S, 15227 E) 
(Cztuhura, 1978) and in 1983 Chris Corben collected two 
specimens (Queensland Museum [OM] 242134, 42135) also 
near Jimna. All these records are from montane country. 

Recently the senior author collected two mile Groen- 
thighed Frogs alongside Woogaroo Creek near Wacol, Bris- 
bane (27°36'S, 152°54°B), These are the first coastal records 
for this frog in Queensland and add to the frog fauna of the 
Brisbane area. These records are reponed here. Frog names 
follow Ingram et al. (1993). 


First collection, 21 Nuvember 1992 

Ad Woogaroo Creek pear Wacol, heavy rain, with lightning, 
hegan falling at about 4.30pm and by 5.00pm there were radio 
repans of local Joading, Rain Ihen reduced 10 a steady light 
fall with intermittenti heavier showers, Observations began at 
abool 8,00pm ata kirge L-shaped depression (‘Ric's Ditch’), 
some 40m tn length, alongside Woozaroo Creek and some 
30m fron: the main creek-ine, From previous experience, this 
depression hecume an ephemeral pool after good rain, On the 
day before. considerable mirn had fallen in the afternoon and 
evening but not enough to produce free-standing waler. By 
contrast, the rainfall of the 21at resulted in R5em of water at 
the deepest point of the depressian. 

Amongst the extremely loud chorus of a large number of 
frogs, an unfamiliar call was-heard, This proved lo belong tu a 
male L dbrevipulmara, winch was inmediatcly captured (QM 
356813). Several more calling males were observed bur not 
collected and, judging from their calls, about 20 males were 
present al the sile; no females were observed. Typical calling 
sites were in leaf litter about ().54).9m from the water's edge. No 
Greenthighed Frogs were found away from the depression. 

The following species of (ngs were also noted! Lijnady- 
Nastes vraanis, L- peroni, Litorta coerulea, LJ ax, L 
eevedlenny L rubella Adeline brevis and Mixophyes faxciq- 
fatus; Curiously, dthough the Cane Toad (Bufo marinus) was 
seen well away from the silt on a nearby sealed road, none 
was heard calling of seen in the depression despie what 
appedred to be ideal breeding conditions. 

The vegetation sumounding Ric’s Ditch is open dey sclero- 
phy ll forestwith a sparse, predominately acacia understorey and 
a ground cover of exotic berbs and. gmsses. Closer to the 
creekline there is a heavy infestalion of Chinese Ejim (Celis 
sinensis), Camphor Laurel (Cinnamamnm camphora), a dense 
understorey of Bush Lanata (Lontana common) and a variety of 
native species that form depauperite, dry rainforest. 

No frogs were pbservedat the site on the two following nights 
(22, 23 November), wlthough calls.of Adelotus brevis and Lim- 
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nodynastey peroni were heard, Within ten days, there was no 
follow-up rain and the depression became completely dry — all 
tadpoles apparently perishing- 

From 21 November 1992 10 5 January 1993, some rain fell 
intermittently but not enough to produce any significant frog 
activity. However, on some oecasions these talls were accom- 
panied by, or quickly succeeded by, sirong breezes and it is 
possible the accompanying noise hid the sounds of calling 
frogs. From | January 1993, rainfall was recorded near Ric's 
Ditch. On the evening of 4 January 1993, a very brief storm 
produced 0.6mm and on the next aftemoon a more substantial 
storm resulted in 30min. At Ric's Ditch, Dmm was insuffi 
cient to produce free-standing water. Apa from a bref call 
from a Naked Treetrog (Litoria ribella), the only active caller 
was the Red-backed Broodltog (Pseudophryne coriacea), 
with about 30 frogs that calied from small, natural cunpels in 
very porous substrate 


Second vollectiun, 6 January 1993 

In the lale aflernoon, a Vigorous electrical stonn resulted in 
a fall of A8.Sinm and, by 8.00pm, u loud churus of frogs came 
fram Ries! Ditwh, Abour a dozen Green-thighed Frogs were 
calling sad another male was collected (QM 157285). The 
sume species of frogs noled on 21 November 1992 were 
recorded again and Cane Toads were also absent- 

The next day. was GVEercase With oceusional light rain, Very 
light rain was falling at about 7.20pm when Ric's Ditch was 
revisited There were about twice as many males of Green- 
thighod Frogs calling compared to the high! before and several 
òf the these were much closer to the water, with one about 10 
em From shallow water As befure, no females were ubserved. 

An immediate visil was made to the neighbouring Six Mile 
Creek some Bkm distant and observations were made al 
severul sites. A shgbdy different frog fauna was recanted. 
Litoria nasuta and Crinia parinsignifera were numerous 15 
open grassy áreas. In a melaleuca swamp, there were Lin- 
nodynastes terraereginae and Litaria dentata. In ihe Bracken 
Fern (2Preridium esculentum) the Dusky Gungan (Uperolete 
Jusca) was recorded. However, despite considerable search 
ing oVer a Wide area, the Green-thighed Frog was not found. 

Since 6 January, until now (22 May 1993), the Green- 
thighed Frog has not been met wiih at Woagann Creek, 
despite repewed visits 
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